
BBB EDUCATORS WIN 
EXCELLENCE IN KODÁLY
INSPIRED MUSIC EDUCATION

BBB STORIES

There are so many amazing teachers
advocating for music education. Here
are a few more BBB success stories that
are too good not to share!
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Gaby works as a Music Education
Network Field Officer in South Australia
and is President of Kodály SA.

She mentors at the ‘grass roots’ in the
classroom with educators and site
leaders. She models excellent practice
and shares current research about the
value of music education and the role it
plays in an educational context. Her
passion is Early Years, where music
allows students to flourish, especially in
pre-literacy skills, something we at BBB
are also passionate about. 

Gaby says she is so grateful for Anita’s
research and her work in early
education and literacy as it encouraged
her to pursue mentoring and resulted
in this opportunity.

Educators travel from around South
Australia to learn from Gaby, watch her
teach, and to see her passion in action.
She has personally connected with over
800 educators offering professional
development and mentoring. Gaby says
“I'm blessed with my wonderful work
and my motto is to not hold onto
knowledge but pass it on and share it. It
is for everyone.”

Over the last 4 years, John has
completed research in Australian First
Nations student education. This interest
is due to his observation that there was a
lack of engagement and participation
from First Nations students within the
school context. 
 
John worked with community groups
and elders to develop a culturally
responsive repertoire of songs to use
specifically in the Year 7 program. He
surveyed students over two years
regarding First Nations music, the
teaching of it, and their desire to learn it.

Gaby Freer's Kodály award is for
mentoring. She is so passionate
about giving back and believes music
is for all.

John Goulter is Head of Music and
Performance at St Patrick’s College
Townsville and his Kodály award is for
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
Peoples’ Perspectives. .



The students found the music helped
them to participate in the classroom
setting, they enjoyed singing, learning
the music and its' history and created
connections between friends through
music. This program has increased the
amount of positive and authentic
representation within the school
community and within the music
classroom. 

Overall there is a 900% increase in First
Nations students electing to study
music from 2018 to 2022 since the
implementation of culturally responsive
teaching materials and pedagogies. It
has also given First Nations students
more confidence in performing on
assemblies and awards nights. 

SMEA provides PD opportunities for
music teachers and educators in the
province. Their educators, like so many,
are feeling burnt out, pulled in all
directions and struggling to find the
time and energy for PD. 

BBB were thrilled to support this day by
sharing slides on neuromusical research
to assist presenters. Anita’s expert work
is sought after in many countries and we
look forward to welcoming more
Canadian members to BBB+. 

SMEA are concerned for the health and
wellbeing of students in Canada, and we
all feel this is our own countries, schools,
classes and community. They know
music is a powerful tool for wellbeing,
agency and empowerment and are
advocating for this at all levels. They also
believe that one single teacher
understanding and advocating for
music learning and the brain can affect
thousands of students.

Saskatchewan is a great example of
what can be done! To learn more about
their  Music Education Day click here 
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We know Gaby and John will welcome
any questions. If you are interested in
their work please let us know. If you are a
BBB Educator post or DM on the
Educator-only Facebook. 

The BBB community is about us sharing
ideas and learning from each other. 

MUSIC EDUCATION DAY IN
SASKATCHEWAN, CANADA 

September 15, 2022 has been
proclaimed Music Education Day in
Saskatchewan and will be celebrated
every year in the Canadian province.

This day promotes music education and
celebrates the importance music
education has on everyday life. The hard
work and powerful advocacy of
Saskatchewan Music Educators
Association (SMEA) has been amazing –  
they made this happen for their

SMEA Music Education Day

https://www.saskmea.ca/musiceducationday
https://www.saskmea.ca/musiceducationday

